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Rector’s Report 

Rector’s Report – March 3, 2019 

 

You are the light of the world…let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 

good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

– Matthew. 5:14-16 

Dear Emmanuel, 

  

“You are the light of the world,” says Jesus. If you have walked with Jesus for a little while you 

will have noticed at least two things: Jesus always humbles his followers – he is always showing 

us that without him we can do nothing. And yet at the same time Jesus is always bestowing 

undeserved honor on his disciples. That humbling and that honoring go together. Jesus 

humbles in order to honor. 

  

So when Jesus says “you are the light of the world,” he intends to both humble us and honor us 

at the same time. He humbles us, because we find out that we are not the source of the light, 

and what light we shine, is shone to illuminate the Father’s glory, and not our own. We are not 

the source of the light because Jesus names himself as the true light of the world (John 8:12). 

So we can’t take credit for it. And the light we shine out is not meant for our glory, but for 

God’s glory. Jesus says: “let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” The light we shine points away from 

ourselves to God. Great art should be lit well. When it is, we admire the art, not the lighting. 

Same with us. We are the light of the world when people look past us and see the beauty of 

God. That is humbling. 

  

But it is also great honor. For to receive the light of Christ is to share in his glory, and to become 

a beautiful thing. Christ’s light disrupts our darkness: it disrupts our sin with holiness, our evil 

with righteousness, our selfishness with service. This is the Holy Spirit’s disruptive grace. And 

yet there is more. Not only does Christ’s light make us a beautiful thing, it also makes us, what 

Jonathan Edwards called, a “luminous thing.” Jesus honors us by shining through us in order to 

disrupt the darkness in others, and in our world, with this same disruptive grace. Do you 

treasure this privilege? Emmanuel, we do not know what honor is until we know the joyous 

dignity of reflecting Jesus’ light outward so that others can glorify God. 

  

All of this explains the meaning of this past year at Emmanuel, and the task that lies before us 

in the year ahead. 
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This past year Emmanuel grew in many ways. We grew in numbers: people, groups, giving. We 

grew through studying the Scriptures. We walked through Colossians and Jonah and the Gospel 

of John and other portions of the Bible. We grew in relationships at the Bailey-Holt House and 

the Women’s Bowery. We met in small groups and prayer groups and we encouraged each 

other as siblings in the Lord. We described the beauty of Jesus to people who were cautiously 

considering whether Jesus is worthy of trust. We trained new leaders and welcomed new 

members. We aimed to see, describe, and reflect Jesus. You know this. You were there. You did 

it. 

  

But the question is not simply: what did we do? The question is: what does it all mean? What is 

it that God was doing this year, and what is it that he wants to do this coming year? And the 

answer is: Jesus was making us the light of the world. Everything that happened this year at 

Emmanuel – every good thing that matters – was about Jesus shining his light into us, dispelling 

our darkness, and then shining this light through us, so that others see the glory of God. Can 

you see Jesus doing this? When you look back at what Emmanuel accomplished – or failed to 

accomplish – this year, do not simply look at what happened, look for the light of Jesus shining 

into and through us. That is where the meaning is. 

  

And that is our path forward this year. You know that Emmanuel exists to see, describe and 

reflect the beauty of Jesus Christ for the flourishing of New York City. This is another way of 

saying that Jesus wants us to be the light of the world. So I call us to pray and pursue three 

areas: that Jesus’ light would disrupt the darkness in us, through us, and beyond us. 

  

First – pray and pursue that Jesus’ light would disrupt the darkness in us. Emmanuel, I love that 

you love the light of Jesus Christ. Nothing encourages me more than gathering with you and 

seeing your heart incline toward Jesus – his truth and his Spirit and his people. I honor you for 

that. And now I say this: Jesus wants to disrupt us more deeply. His light bears beauty we have 

not yet seen. It reaches into our soul and dispels darkness we do not even know is there. Ask 

and seek for a deeper work of Christ’s disruptive grace. Ask and seek for a deeper work of the 

Holy Spirit. I find myself praying: “Lord, do not wait to shine your light brighter, but shine it 

now, today. Shine your light until our sin is exposed and our souls bear more of your beauty. 

Keep shining until the beauty of our church is not found in the aesthetic of our music or the 

erudition of our liturgy or anywhere else except this one thing: that we are a people inhabited 

by the Spirit of God. 

  

Second – pray and pursue that Jesus’ light would disrupt the darkness through us. Show me a 

Christian who is deeply disrupted by Jesus’ light, and I will show you someone whose eyes are 

moist with a sense of the Father’s love for the lost. You cannot be found by Jesus without 

desiring Jesus to find others. You cannot bear the light of Jesus without reflecting it out. Jesus 
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makes us the light of the world so that others will glorify the Father. Emmanuel, Jesus has saved 

people through our witness. Do you feel the weight of that honor? At the same time, do you 

also feel the way Jesus humbles us? Are we complacent in evangelism? The answer to that 

question is found in our prayer life. Evangelism starts in prayer – prayer that Jesus would 

disrupt the darkness in our friends and family and neighbourhood with his light. Do we pray? 

Do we speak? We will feel inadequate and weak. That is ok – Jesus is humbling us, so that he 

can honor us. Look up at the harvest – it is ready for reaping. Look at Jesus our Light, he is ready 

to shine through you. This past year we ran a Christianity Explored Course – a group that reads 

through the Gospel of Mark to consider Jesus. I would like us to run more this year. We need a 

host and most importantly, people who will bring along their friends. Will you pray about who 

you might invite? 

  

Thirdly – pray and pursue that Jesus’ light would disrupt the darkness beyond us. From the very 

beginning Emmanuel has desired to serve the city. I am excited about a new partnership with 

Hope for New York. HFNY is an alliance of Gospel-focused justice and mercy ministries through 

the City. Emmanuel has a team who is tasked at developing a closer partnership with HFNY, so 

that more of us can serve more of our city. We are also a church plant, and the Lord has asked 

us to keep looking beyond our own church to those he will establish in the future. Some will 

think it odd that we speak of church planting when we ourselves are still weak and vulnerable. 

It is true. Emmanuel is weak and vulnerable. We have no building and few resources. 

Emmanuel sometimes feels insecure. But remember Israel in the desert? They had no home 

and no resources to make them feel secure. But the Lord was their light. Emmanuel, we must 

not waste our weakness worrying about ourselves, but rather leverage our weakness to depend 

on the Lord’s power and light to shine through us and beyond us. So pray that the Lord will 

grow us and grow churches out beyond us in this City.  

  

Emmanuel, Jesus is light. He dispels our darkness and makes us a luminous thing. Be both 

humbled and honoured at the same time. Then ask Jesus to shine brighter into us in this next 

year. As the Apostle says: “For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our 

hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2 Cor. 

4:6). 

  

In Christ, 

  

Jim Salladin, Rector, Emmanuel Anglican Church, NYC 
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Warden’s Report 

 

You’ll see that my section is titled a “warden’s report,” but really what this is is a lay person’s 

call for encouragement and action as we look forward into 2019.  Every person here in this 

room makes up the Emmanuel family, we exist as people brought together through adoption in 

Christ, one little church here that is part of a much larger extended family of the broader global 

church.  Emmanuel is our home.  This takes on significance because for many of us our families 

and home, or where we grew up, are far away and in moving here there is a more acute need 

for us to be bound together as brothers and sisters. We operate together as the body of Christ 

to bear one another’s burdens and share in each other’s joys, and from this I’ve benefited 

immensely.  It’s also significant that we’ve all made Emmanuel our home (or any church for that 

matter), because doing so isn’t the common thing to do.  Coming to church in New York City 

isn’t a causal decision but something that sets us apart from 8 million other people in this 20 

mile radius. 

 

To build on Jim’s reference to us being the light on the world, I want to read from Isaiah 9, “The 

people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, on them has light shone.”  Note again that we are a not the source of light, and this 

verse from Isaiah comes from a prophecy about the coming of Jesus, the brilliant illumination 

and revelation of Jesus as Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.  As residents of New York City, it may be easy to think that this city generates its own 

light, the lights of time square glowing at all hours of the day, the flickering lights across the 

glass buildings from the people toiling and making merry in the city that never sleeps.  But all of 

us have experienced and know the darkness of this place, the spiritual darkness.  New York City 

needs Jesus, it needs his light to shine on them. 

 

As was already shared, Emmanuel grew in exciting ways over the course of 2018.  I can’t 

overstate how thankful I am for that.  What an incredible honor it is, with you, to be the 

instruments of God’s great plan for the growth of his kingdom.  In talking with new people at 

coffee hour I often ask how people have found us.  And frequently I hear, “Google.”  Awesome! 

Our presence on the internet is working!  Or some people say “I was at an Anglican church in 

“X” city and learned about Emmanuel’s presence here in New York.”  Awesome!  The network 

of the broader church is working well to take care of its people as we move from one place to 

another. 

 

And as we look forward to 2019, I would be unbelievably grateful if more and more I also heard, 

“I’m here today because my coworker invited me.” “My friend from the playground comes here 

and I wanted to check it out.” “I started going to Bible study with someone here and wanted to 

learn more about what it means to follow Jesus.” 
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Whether we fully grasp it or not, all of us in this room are missionaries to New York City. As I say 

this I’m personally convicted and challenged.  As some of you know, I’m the child of parents 

who were missionaries overseas, but that still doesn’t make me feel confident or qualified in 

reaching out to the non-Christian people that are a part of my life. But out of that place of 

inadequacy, God uses us. Remember, we aren’t the light, Jesus is. And we get to be his vessels, 

we get to be the mirrors that reflect his beauty. 

 

So I, personally, am challenged to think about what it means to talk about Jesus with Brittany, 

Caitlin, and Charu (moms I met on the playground in Queens), what it would look like to invite 

them to my home group or a Christianity Explored course, or to invite them to join us here on a 

Sunday.  Who are 2-3 people that you know of right now that you can share the light of Jesus 

with, that you can invite into our family? 

 

I could stop here. Reaching our city for Christ is important enough to take up this whole report. 

But, there’s one other thing I want to share with you. 

 

Taking seriously the charge for evangelism, I want to make you aware of an opportunity that we 

as a church leaders are exploring.  We never want to become complacent, in our relationships 

with others who don’t yet know Christ and in the relationship between Emmanuel and the city 

that we are called to serve. Over the course of this next year we want to have our eyes, ears, 

and hearts open to the possibility of Emmanuel meeting in a new location.  

 

There are a variety of reasons for this. Firstly, we want to be open to the possibility that God 

has plans that we don’t yet see that enable us to be a greater light, a clearer and farther 

reaching light as a church in a different location.  A different location may allow our church to 

reach people who are not yet reached, to serve people who are currently neglected or 

overlooked, to grow in ways that our current space doesn’t make allowances for.  We should 

not preserve our current status simply because we don’t have eyes for mission opportunities 

outside our grasp. Secondly, we are beginning to feel that we are outgrowing our current 

location and relationship with the MSDA church.  We are a growing church and because we rent 

from this space we frequently encounter ways that we feel limited or restricted, not necessarily 

in our size, but in the range of opportunities for worship and ministry.  Simultaneously, the new 

pastor of the MSDA also has plans for how his church should grow and we don’t want our 

growth to inhibit one another rather than allow the other to flourish. 

 

I share this with you, our church family for three reasons.  First, to pray.  Exploring a change like 

this is no small consideration and we want every aspect of the process to be guided and blessed 

by the Holy Spirit.  Our own hearts need to be softened, prepared, and inspired by what a 
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change like this could bring.  Additionally, we want you all to be our scouts.  Where do you see 

fields that are ready for harvest?  Where do you see underserved neighborhoods? If you hear of 

or observe locations that may be strategic for us to consider please share that with us.  And 

finally, to underscore Jim’s final point, even if we end up staying at our current location for 

many more years to come, all of this work is valuable and should be going on so that we are are 

ready and able to plant new churches across our city (Lord willing, sooner rather than later). 

 

Emmanuel, we are a family, let’s continue to grow strong in Christ, inwardly and outwardly.  Be 

assured that God our Father takes care of us an we can trust in his provision.  As always, please 

feel free to speak with myself or other council members about any of the matters that I’ve 

spoken about or that are being presented during this meeting. 

 

--Brooke Mackin, Warden, Emmanuel Anglican Church, NYC 
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Biography for Ed Clow 

 
Ed Clow was born in NYC and lived there through 2nd grade. He was raised in latter years in 

Cooperstown, NY (home of baseball) and went to school in Champaign-Urbana, IL at the 

University of Illinois for a degree in Chemical Engineering, then returned to NYC for work.  He 

has worked at Merck and Co. since 2002 in engineering and finance capacities.  

  

Ed has benefitted from parents and grandparents who lived their Christian faith and a 

grandfather who was evangelistic and lead him to accept the Lord as his Savior at a young age. 

He attended Redeemer for several years before making CCNYC his home church in 2006. He 

was a home group leader from 2008-2018. He was a member of the CCNYC council since 2013 

and served as a warden at Emmanuel since 2016. Ed was involved in a program called 

Operation Exodus, a mentoring program in Washington Heights, for ~8 years.  He met his wife 

there, Amy. They were married in 2012 and have a son William (4) and twin daughters Nora and 

Opal (8 mos). 

  

Ed has been amazed at how the Lord has cared for the Emmanuel congregation.  He has grown 

spiritually with this congregation and is happy to call Emmanuel the church home for his family. 

He would be honored to continue to serve as a warden.  
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Biography for Lauren Marlowe 

 

Although I was raised in a very culturally-Christian area, and grew up in the church, I came to 

faith at the same time my mom and stepdad did, and so was raised in the faith by parents who 

were figuring it out at the same time I was. I'm incredibly grateful for the mentors and spiritual 

leaders who guided our entire family, and those who intentionally discipled me in theology and 

spiritual disciplines throughout my high school and college years.  

 

After I graduated from Wheaton College (in 2010) with a degree in International Relations (no I 

haven't used it in my professional life), I moved to Philadelphia to be near my now husband 

Colin. With no job prospects, no close friends, and having just moved cross country (for a boy 

no less—try that for an intro at church coffee hour)—I fell into was led by God to a church 

community and a few close friendships that taught me about the kindness of Jesus, and the way 

he works through genuine community. During that time, I worked in education doing the 

background work of operations, org strategy and fundraising for a network of charter schools 

serving underserved communities in Philly, Trenton, DC and Memphis. We planted deep roots 

in our friendships at church and work and in our neighborhood in Philly, and frankly could have 

stayed forever, except that we felt God nudging us away from what had become very 

comfortable.  

 

Our family moved to NYC (technically we live in Jersey City, but don't hold that against us until 

you come over for dinner) in September of 2017 when, after much prayer, Colin accepted a job 

here. This move brought with it major career changes for both of us: Colin shifting sectors from 

nonprofit to corporate work, and me shifting sectors from nonprofit to full-time-stay-at-home- 

mom work. In the past year and a half, God has shown himself faithful to us by leading us to 

plant our roots deeply again, in our friendships at church and work and in our neighborhood. To 

be honest, that process has felt painful, awkward, exciting, and so life giving—all at the same 

time. God continues to challenge me to be intentional as a parent, as a wife, and as a follower 

of him, while so graciously and gently showing himself to be the giver of very good gifts, and 

the provider of what I (we) need each day. I'm especially grateful for the role of Emmanuel in 

the ways I've been deeply challenged and encouraged this past year. I truly believe that my 

experience and gifting lend toward my serving on council, and would be really happy to serve 

Emmanuel in that capacity. 
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Biography for Clint Werezak 

 

Clint Werezak grew up in Calgary, Canada and came to faith in the Christian & Missionary 

Alliance Church. There he was grounded in a rich tradition of mission and outreach and was 

baptized as a teenager. In 2005 he moved to New York City and was introduced to the Anglican 

Church by his wife-to-be, Laura at Christ Church NYC. While in New York Clint worked in youth 

ministry with an organization called Student Venture, and helped start a ministry to youth 

called Street2Street. He interned for a year at Christ Church prior to moving to Vancouver, 

Canada to attend Regent College, where he studied in the MDiv program. There he worked at 

St John’s Vancouver and St John’s Richmond. He was ordained as a deacon in CANA East in 

2016. Later that year, Clint and Laura returned to New York City with their two children, Lucy 

and Julianne. Clint has been establishing an Anglican ministry at New York University with 

Anglican Campus Fellowship over the past two years. This summer he returned to Street2Street 

as their New York City Director. At the same time the Werezaks began attending Emmanuel 

Anglican where we have quickly found a spiritual home in the city. 
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